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government is suspicious and cruel. If it is easily possible to gain
wealth, a class of upstart rich men arises who, in a few years,
must be recognized by the aristocracy, because they possess
financial power and are needed. Struggles and civil wars may
occur, as in the Italian cities, during this change, and the old
aristocracy may long hold aloof from the new. In time, the new
men win their way. The history of every state in Europe proves
it. Old fortunes decay and old families die out. The result is
inevitable. Laws and institutions cannot prevent it. Certain
mores may have been recognized as aristocratic and there may
be lamentations over their decline. They are poetic, romantic,
and adventurous. Therefore they call out regret for their loss
from those who do not think what would come back with them
if they were recalled. Ethical philosophers may see ample reason
to doubt the benefit of new mores and the vulgarization of every-
thing. Society cannot stand still, and its movement will run
the course set by the forces which produce it. It must be
accepted and profit must be drawn from it, as best possible.

164. Chances of acquiring wealth, in modern times; effect on
modern mores; speculation involved in any change. The effect
of the opening of new continents, the application of new inven-
tions, and the expansion of commerce has been to make it easy
for men with suitable talent to increase wealth. These changes
have cheapened all luxuries, that is, have reduced them to com-
mon necessities. They have made land easily accessible to all,
even the poorest, in the new countries, while lowering rent in
old countries. They have raised wages and raised the standard
of living and comfort. They have lessened the competition of
life throughout civilized nations, and have made the struggle for
existence far less severe. It is the changes in life conditions
which have made slavery impossible and extended humanitarian
sympathy. They have lessened social differentiation (that is, they
have democratized), and they have intensified the industrial
organization. In detail, and for individuals, this has often caused
hardship. For the petty professional and semiprofessional classes
it has been made harder to keep up the externals of a certain
social position. For those classes the standard of living has